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Introduction  

  
Journalists in Africa suffer from a lack of support, poor resources and high risks when exposing abuse 
of power and resources in an environment rife with wrongs and injustices. There seems to be only a 
handful of brave, investigative reporters doing some extraordinary work around the continent, and 
they are dispersed, often isolated, without support, assistance, networking or training. 
 
Since its establishment in 2003, the Forum for African Investigative Reporters (FAIR) has supported 
quality investigative journalism in Africa with a range of activities including networking, grants, 
conferences and the FAIR Awards.  
 
FAIR’s website, www.fairreporters.org is an interactive hub for investigative journalists to access 
news, opportunities, resources and case studies.  The FAIR Investigative Journalism Manual has aided 
hundreds of African journalists since 2005 to fine-tune their research techniques.   
 
FAIR, as the only pan-African association of professional journalists, trainers and editors, led by a 
Board of journalists from African countries spanning all regions of the continent, is adequately placed 
to address investigative issues amongst African journalists.  
 
The FAIR Advisory Council, which consists of internationally-based experts within the Global 
Investigative Journalism Network, noted that the level of investigative journalism in Africa was 
increasing, and stated that this was possibly related to the work of FAIR. 
 
This report attempts to highlight FAIR’s activities, outcomes, challenges and opportunities in 2012.  
 

 

Activities  

 
FAIR experienced a profound transition crisis during most of 2011, but the spirit of wisdom, patience 
and sacrifice managed to prevail. The year 2012 witnessed recuperation and expansion at FAIR 
following a directorship changeover and settling of internal board troubles.  
 
Despite some constraints, FAIR established new financial policies, governance systems and internal 
protocols, whilst complying with contractual undertakings and also expanding into new projects.   
 
More western based media colleagues sought contact with African journalists in the FAIR network 
during 2012, around issues of Africa’s resources, politics and the environment. 
 
Though donor funding was already audited yearly, FAIR's accountants Douglas and Velcich completed 
the first comprehensive audit of all FAIR's bank accounts and financial statements in March 2012. The 
audit report was subsequently approved by a majority of FAIR Board members on 9 May 2012. The 
D&V audit period was Sep 2010 to Sep 2011, and the next audit will cover 1 Oct 2011 to 28 Feb 2012, 
to bring us back in line with our financial year end ‘1 March’.  
 
Under the 2012 peer mentoring programme supported by Hivos, FAIR conducted in-house mentoring 
sessions with Blantyre Newspapers in Malawi (Aug), the Media Centre and HIFC in Zimbabwe (Mar-
June), and New Vision in Zambia.  
 

http://www.fairreporters.org/
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A number of FAIR members, namely Rob Rose, Stephan Hofstatter, Idris Akinbajo, Anas Aremeyaw, 
Richard Mgamba, Selay Kouassi and Kassim Mohamed received awards and were celebrated 
internationally.   
 
In April 2012 FAIR hosted a West African IJ conference with Dakar-based training institute ‘E-jicom’, 
www.e-jicom.com. The meeting resulted in the launch of a regional investigation into ‘Fair Trade’ 
practices, and also paved way for a new Transnational Investigation about the ‘War on Terror in 
Africa.  FAIR visited the OSIWA offices in Dakar and submitted a proposal for supporting West African 
investigative journalism. 
 
During May 2012, cyanide and uranium poisoning of populations by mining operations were the target 
of FAIR members’ investigations in Ghana and the DR Congo.  Following on these revelations, FAIR’s 
southern African conference titled ‘Digging up dirt on southern Africa mining deals’ was held during 
August 2012 in Zambia, with support from Hivos and Panos Institute. The programme consisted of 
theme-based presentations, technical skills and brainstorm sessions, and was attended by more than 
30 journalists including Zambian print, radio and television reporters.  
 
At the International Congress of Investigative Journalism in Sao Paulo, (July 12-14) held by our sister 
organization Abraji, FAIR investigations manager Charles Rukuni presented a lecture on ‘Killing Soccer’, 
FAIR’s 2010 Transnational Investigation into corruption in the organization of world football’s biggest 
event.  Now that Brazil is to host the World Cup in 2014, FAIR’s experiences were relevant for Sao 
Paulo participants. “If the main organizer, FIFA, is corrupt, how do you even start to investigate 
corruption at the lower (local) levels?” was the main question emanating from ‘Killing Soccer’, now 
facing Brazil, noted Abraji in its conference report. 
 
FAIR entered the Africa News Innovation Challenge (ANIC) with an idea titled ‘Africa Investigated’, 
which sought to provide a service for communities in Africa to report social injustices via text 
messages, for investigation and publication by media. After a disappointing run in the ANIC 
competition we re-branded our crowd-sourcing project as “Africa 911 Hotline”, and now seeking new 
sponsors.  The 2012 grant funding from FreePress Unlimited will support the development of a 
‘mobile application’, but the real challenge is to work with citizen sources who have simple devices. 
 
During September 2012, FAIR members presented their experiences and tip-sheets to more than 40 
journalists, editors and media representatives in Kenya, on the topic ‘War on Terror in East Africa: 
security, elections and transparency’.  The east Africa conference was organized by the Forum for 
African Investigative Reporters (FAIR) with support from the Open Society Institute East Africa (OSIEA), 
the Kenya Media Programme (KMP), the Tanzania Media Fund (TMF) and the Great Lakes Media 
Institute (GLMI, Rwanda & US). 
 
During 2012 FAIR recorded a 25% increase in new member applications, but the total figure for 2012 
was balanced by de-registration or lapse of other memberships due to non-participation and/or non-
payment of fees.  On average, FAIR retained about 75 paid-up members in the year.  
 
Many FAIR members face difficulties in paying the annual fee. We have been flexible in the past, but 
our auditors, partners, donors and accountants insist on stricter implementation of the policy, which 
reads: ‘Members should pay USD50 annually; aspiring members/ students pay USD25’.   
 
FAIR has initiated dialogue with HIVOS; Oxfam Novib; Kenya Media Programme; Tanzania Media Fund; 
and Programme for African Investigative Reporting (PAIR) about establishment of a ‘continental grants 
fund’ which could enable better cross border and transnational investigations. 
 

http://www.e-jicom.com/
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An article titled “Brave journalism on the continent” written by Gill Moodie in the Mail & Guardian 
(May 2012) attests to our view that in-depth investigative work in countries such as Nigeria, Ghana, 
Kenya and Uganda is focused on real social issues and related problems. Read the full story here: 
http://mg.co.za/article/2012-05-24-brave-journalism-on-the-continent   
 

 

Outcomes 

 
1. In January 2012, FAIR concluded a sales agreement with Courier International, for reproducing 

our ‘Pirates TI’ exclusively in the France print edition and on their website. 

  

2. A copy of FAIR’s first ever Audited Financial Statement is available here: 

https://docs.google.com/open?id=0BzVYbxpT8iAGRGVrLURhTERRODZRNWVmXzQ1U3ZHQQ 

3. FAIR is presently editing a Transnational Investigation on the topic ‘cocoa and fairness’, (funded 
by IMS) with contributions by journalists in Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon, Nigeria and Holland. 

 
4. Content translated into and from Africa’s main international languages (English, French, 

Portuguese) is now a feature in FAIR communications and projects. 
 
5. At FAIR’s West Africa conference in Senegal during April 2012, a Nigerian delegation from 

‘Premium Times’ presented its work on the ‘terror threat’ as well as its systemic exposure of 
corrupt systems, and the very real impact they are making in Nigeria.  Read more: 
http://fairreporters.net/2012/04/26/when-big-brother-watches-the-watchdog 
 

6. FAIR enabled international support for some Premium Times journalists who found themselves 
threatened, specifically for Ahmed Salkida who was being harassed by the Boko Haram terrorist 
group and the Nigerian state agencies. 

 
7. Kassim Mohamed was awarded the Knight International Journalism Award in May 2012, for his 

investigative exposes on social injustices affecting the Somali community in Kenya. Mohamed 
thanked and credited FAIR for the network support and exposure he received in recent years. See: 
http://fairreporters.net/2012/05/23/reporters-exposing-somali-pirates-and-domestic-violence-in-
afghanistan-to-receive-prestigious-journalism-award/   

 
8. Theresa Chapulapula in Malawi won MISA investigative journalist of the year, in May 2012, after 

exposing a housing scandal which led also to the firing and charging of the official responsible. 
Chapulapula’s story was peer mentored by FAIR. See: http://fairreporters.net/2012/05/10/fair-
journalist-scoops-top-award-in-malawi/   

 
9. The Centre for Civil Society (CCS) based at Kwa-Zulu Natal University in South Africa chose FAIR to 

highlight and manage its opportunities for ecological justice investigative work by African 
journalist. The result is a set of grants for ecological justice investigations. See: 
http://fairreporters.net/2012/05/30/ecological-justice-investigative-journalism-grant/  

 
10. In Nigeria, FAIR signed a memorandum of understanding on 28 May 2012 with R2K Nigeria 

(http://www.r2knigeria.org/) and ICIR (http://www.icirnigeria.org/) on collaboration towards 
Training Investigative Journalists and the Press on Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 2011. 

 

http://mg.co.za/article/2012-05-24-brave-journalism-on-the-continent
https://docs.google.com/open?id=0BzVYbxpT8iAGRGVrLURhTERRODZRNWVmXzQ1U3ZHQQ
http://fairreporters.net/2012/04/26/when-big-brother-watches-the-watchdog
http://fairreporters.net/2012/05/23/reporters-exposing-somali-pirates-and-domestic-violence-in-afghanistan-to-receive-prestigious-journalism-award/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/05/23/reporters-exposing-somali-pirates-and-domestic-violence-in-afghanistan-to-receive-prestigious-journalism-award/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/05/10/fair-journalist-scoops-top-award-in-malawi/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/05/10/fair-journalist-scoops-top-award-in-malawi/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/05/30/ecological-justice-investigative-journalism-grant/
http://www.r2knigeria.org/
http://www.icirnigeria.org/
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11. FAIR announced its continental Investigative Grants on 15 June 2012, applicable to all African 
journalists, and supported by Free Press Unlimited. See: http://fairreporters.net/grants/fair-small-
grants-2012%e2%80%8f/  

 
12. Opinion piece by Evelyn Groenink “Why “Institutes of Excellence” Won’t Address Africa’s 

Information Needs” published on Global Investigative Journalism Network (GIJN) website, see: 
http://www.gijn.org/2012/06/21/900/   

 
13. During June 2012 FAIR member Eric Mwamba investigated how mining in the DRC’s Katanga 

province kills, maims and poisons. The article was refused by two media in DRC before it was 
published by Le Phare in French. The story was enabled by a FAIR Small Grant the Belgian ‘Pascal 
de Croos Fund’. See: http://fairreporters.net/censored-stories/dr-congo-the-hell-of-mining-in-
katanga-rdcongo-lenfer-des-mines-au-katanga/ 
 

14. Abraji in Brazil invited FAIR to present its ‘Killing Soccer’ investigation at its conference in Sao 
Paulo, during July 2012. The presentation was met with compliments and congratulations. Read 
about FAIR’s presentation at Abraji here: http://fairreporters.net/2012/07/30/fair-member-talks-
about-football-and-corruption-at-brazil-ij-conference/  

 
15. The FAIR Board approved hiring of an accountant, ‘Barbara Reid’, during August 2012. 
 
16. FAIR co-hosted a southern Africa IJ conference on ‘Investigating Extractive Industries’, with Panos 

Institute during August 2012 in Zambia. See: 
http://fairreporters.net/2012/08/12/conference-investigating-extractive-industries/  

 
17. The FAIR Board approved a Financial Management Policy on 31 August 2012, see: 

http://fairreporters.net/rules-and-regulations/fair-financial-management-policy/  
 
18. FAIR Board approved a Code of Conduct on 31 August 2012, see: 

http://fairreporters.net/rules-and-regulations/fair-code-of-conduct/  
 
19. FAIR hosted a multi-partnered east African IJ conference in Nairobi during September 2012, with 

KMP, Hivos, TMF, OSIEA and GLMI on the topic 'War on Terror: elections, security, transparency', 
see: http://fairreporters.net/2012/09/18/going-beyond-the-veil-of-secrecy-using-public-data/  

 
20. FAIR completed work on a new chapter for the Investigative Journalism Manuals series, around 

environmental investigations, which will be published in October 2012. Read a summary here: 
http://fairreporters.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/synopsis-ch-10-ij-manual-env.pdf  
 

21. The Centre for Civil Society (CCS) and Ejolt have sponsored the production of an IJ toolkit on 
‘ecological justice’ which will complement IJ Manual chapter 10.  

 
22. The 2012 FAIR Awards will hopefully result in a set work to be produced by FAIR titled ‘Best 

African Reporting’. FAIR intends to publish ‘Best African Reporting’ annually.  
 
23. The Open Society Foundation (OSF) assisted FAIR with an institutional review process where our 

existing protocols and policies were refined, leading to a set of useful recommendations.  
 
24. Newsletter updates were circulated regularly to the FAIR network and partners in 2012, see:  

http://fairreporters.net/newsletter/  
 

http://fairreporters.net/grants/fair-small-grants-2012%e2%80%8f/
http://fairreporters.net/grants/fair-small-grants-2012%e2%80%8f/
http://www.gijn.org/2012/06/21/900/
http://fairreporters.net/censored-stories/dr-congo-the-hell-of-mining-in-katanga-rdcongo-lenfer-des-mines-au-katanga/
http://fairreporters.net/censored-stories/dr-congo-the-hell-of-mining-in-katanga-rdcongo-lenfer-des-mines-au-katanga/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/07/30/fair-member-talks-about-football-and-corruption-at-brazil-ij-conference/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/07/30/fair-member-talks-about-football-and-corruption-at-brazil-ij-conference/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/08/12/conference-investigating-extractive-industries/
http://fairreporters.net/rules-and-regulations/fair-financial-management-policy/
http://fairreporters.net/rules-and-regulations/fair-code-of-conduct/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/09/18/going-beyond-the-veil-of-secrecy-using-public-data/
http://fairreporters.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/synopsis-ch-10-ij-manual-env.pdf
http://fairreporters.net/newsletter/
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Challenges 

 
1. To research, compile and implement a business plan for FAIR. 
 
2. To maximize efficiency of Board, members, staff and consultants. 
 
3. To implement an online crowd-sourcing model of social justice news from Africa.  
 
4. To convert African investigative news into an ‘application’ for mobile smart-phones.  
 
5. To create a system of three regional Peer mentors at FAIR (English, French, Portuguese) 
 
6. To get Board members involved with fundraising and 3 year strategy plan. 
 

 

Conclusion 

Since 2003, FAIR has proven that a peer-vetted network of investigative journalists with a mission can 
be an effective engine for a tangible increase in practical ‘IJ’ output in the public interest in Africa.  
 
The purpose of FAIR’s existence is not to work in the interests of journalists, but to better enable, 
encourage and inspire African journalists to do better work in the interest of the African public. 
 
Judging by the increase in FAIR ranks of the number of working professionals who proudly call 
themselves investigative journalists, and the resulting increase of African publications and broadcasts 
that enable citizens to become more aware of the powers at play in their societies, and empowered to 
hold these accountable, FAIR is succeeding in this mission.  
 
FAIR is extremely grateful to its group of core donors and members for their unwavering sympathy 
and advice throughout 2012.  Although FAIR is a multi-sourced institution, with a good core 
foundation, revenue and a base of loyal members,  it is trying to move away from complete donor 
dependency on core and project support.    
 
To this end, FAIR is exploring the sale of investigative journalism materials to African universities and 
media training outlets. There are discussions to produce a quarterly FAIR publication in 2013, with the 
best investigative stories written by African journalists, and which could generate income for 
contributors and the organization.   
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Annexure 1 

Online interaction  

 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/   
 

 Increased user interaction with story links and opportunities  

 Total Likes?   707    1.34% 

 Friends of Fans?   526,510   1.78% 

 Weekly Total Reach?  1,830   27.62% 
 
 
Twitter:  https://twitter.com/fairreporters 
 

 69 new followers in the second half of 2012 

 Total:  180 followers by end Sep 2012 
 
 
FAIR website: http://fairreporters.org/   
 

 24,143 all-time views (since Oct 2012)  

 268 views on busiest day: July 9, 2012  
 

Top referring sites since Oct 2011: 
1. Search Engines  6,513 
2. fairreporters.org  3,107 
3. Facebook   762 
4. Twitter   219 
5. mail.yahoo.com  139 
6. ijnet.org   117 
7. journalism.co.za  89 
 
Top views by country since Oct 2011: 
1. United States  2,617 
2. South Africa  1,766 
3. United Kingdom  1,396 
4. Netherlands  1,371 
5. Kenya   1,090 
6. Nigeria   719 
7. Ghana   498 
8. Tanzania   486 
9. Canada   366 
10. France   355 
11. Uganda   330 
12. Malawi   293 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Forum-for-African-Investigative-Reporters/170495154580?sk=page_insights
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Forum-for-African-Investigative-Reporters/170495154580?sk=page_insights
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Forum-for-African-Investigative-Reporters/170495154580?sk=page_insights
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Forum-for-African-Investigative-Reporters/170495154580?sk=page_insights
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Forum-for-African-Investigative-Reporters/170495154580?sk=page_insights
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Forum-for-African-Investigative-Reporters/170495154580?sk=page_insights
https://twitter.com/fairreporters
http://fairreporters.org/
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Annexure 2 

Member achievements 

  

 How criminal gangs rule Eastleigh: The Somali refugee neighborhood of Eastleigh in Nairobi, 
Kenya, is ruled by gangs and warlords. Kassim Mohamed infiltrated and documented. Read the 
story here: http://www.the-star.co.ke/lifestyle/128-lifestyle/56228-how-notorious  
 

 Undercover at Ghana’s largest teaching hospital: Zack Ohemeng Tawiah stopped an avoidable 
death at Komfo Anokye Hospital in Kumasi, Ghana, whilst investigating unexplained equipment 
failures. See: http://fairreporters.net/2012/03/12/under-cover-journalist-doctor-stops-avoidable-
death-at-ghanas-second-largest-hospital/ 
 

 Land grabbing in Ethiopia: Ethiopia’s Andualem Sisay and Nigeria’s Emmanuel Mayah investigated 
and exposed local elite’s selling off land to foreign investors for food cultivation whilst local people 
don’t have enough food: http://www.ethioquestnews.com  
 

 Housing scandal in Malawi: Theresa Chapulapula of Daily Times in Blantyre, Malawi, had a 
government official fired after exposing a housing scandal, where houses were sold to fellow 
government officials at highly discounted prices. See: 
http://fairreporters.net/2011/11/09/housing-boss-in-malawi-removed-after-fair-assisted-
corruption-investigation%E2%80%8F/  
 

 Behind Nigeria’s N2 trillion fuel subsidy: Theophilus Abbah’s Sunday Trust in Nigeria exposed the 
real causes of the recent ‘fuel riots’ in that country: a major racket involving a mafia at the highest 
level, of which Nigeria’s population has just about had enough: http://sundaytrust.com.ng  
 

 Fighting secrecy in Uganda: Uganda’s Charles Mwanguhya and Angelo Izama continue their battle 
to uncover their countries oil contracts with US company Tullow, and now reached court (again) 
with the support of 6 civil society organisations. http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa 
 

 Government theft in Mozambique: Mozambique’s Estacio Valoi exposed the disappearance of 
foreign investment moneys from provincial government coffers: 
http://fairreporters.net/tag/zambezia/ (in Portuguese). 
 

 ‘A certain death sentence’ : Reece Adanwenon’s expose on the fate of HIV positive prisoners in 
Benin: http://fairreporters.net/censored-stories/benin-hiv-aids-in-jail-death-penalty-in-a-country-
that-abolished-it/  
 

 Jatropha plantations in Kenya: Wanjohi Kabukuru takes an in-depth look, see: 
http://fairreporters.net/2012/06/29/member-stories-mystery-shrub-jatropha-joy-for-farmers-or-
ploy-to-grab-land/  
 

 Patrick Mayoyo followed up on revelations that a British woman may have been involved in the 
recent Mombasa bombings:  http://fairreporters.net/2012/06/29/news-british-woman-linked-to-
mombasa-night-club-blasts/  
 
 
 

http://www.the-star.co.ke/lifestyle/128-lifestyle/56228-how-notorious
http://fairreporters.net/2012/03/12/under-cover-journalist-doctor-stops-avoidable-death-at-ghanas-second-largest-hospital/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/03/12/under-cover-journalist-doctor-stops-avoidable-death-at-ghanas-second-largest-hospital/
http://www.ethioquestnews.com/
http://fairreporters.net/2011/11/09/housing-boss-in-malawi-removed-after-fair-assisted-corruption-investigation%E2%80%8F/
http://fairreporters.net/2011/11/09/housing-boss-in-malawi-removed-after-fair-assisted-corruption-investigation%E2%80%8F/
http://sundaytrust.com.ng/
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa
http://fairreporters.net/tag/zambezia/
http://fairreporters.net/censored-stories/benin-hiv-aids-in-jail-death-penalty-in-a-country-that-abolished-it/
http://fairreporters.net/censored-stories/benin-hiv-aids-in-jail-death-penalty-in-a-country-that-abolished-it/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/06/29/member-stories-mystery-shrub-jatropha-joy-for-farmers-or-ploy-to-grab-land/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/06/29/member-stories-mystery-shrub-jatropha-joy-for-farmers-or-ploy-to-grab-land/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/06/29/news-british-woman-linked-to-mombasa-night-club-blasts/
http://fairreporters.net/2012/06/29/news-british-woman-linked-to-mombasa-night-club-blasts/
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 Wanjohi Kabukuru was a winner in the 2012 Diageo Business Reporting Awards with his feature 
on Mobile Banking (published in The African Banker, Kenya, see:  
http://africanbusinessmagazine.com/special-reports/sector-reports/mobile-banking-in-africa 

 

 Anas Aremeyaw Anas won in the Diageo agribusiness and environment category, with his 
undercover documentary ‘Fool’s Gold’ broadcast by Al Jazeera:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gT-MCSY8vYs  

 

 Christophe Assogba of Nouvelle Gazette co-founded a new science reporters association in 
Benin: www.ajcsb.org  

 

 Radio Netherlands’ radio doccie on investigative journalism in Africa featured Idris Akinbajo, 
Kassim Mohamed and Selay Kouassi: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gT-MCSY8vYs  
 

 Zack Ohemeng Tawiah exposed health mismanagement in Ghana in two consecutive undercover 
stories during August 2012, both of which led to improvements in the management of the 
hospitals concerned. See: http://fairreporters.net/2012/08/07/member-stories-journalist-blocks-
extortion-at-ghana-hospital  
 

 Anas Aremeyaw Anas continued to amaze with his ‘criminal chasing’ documentaries. ‘Fool’s gold’, 
produced by him for Al Jazeera, won a Diageo business reporting award in May 2012. See: 
http://fairreporters.net/2012/05/28/anas-and-co-grab-one-world-media-awards-in-london/ 
 

 Selay Kouassi’s ‘fair trade’ investigation into the Ivory Coast cocoa industry during February 2012 
led to acrimonious debate both in Ivory Coast and in Western countries. See: 
http://fairreporters.net/investigative-headlines/ivory-coast-and-the-problem-of-chocolate/    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

     
 

 

http://africanbusinessmagazine.com/special-reports/sector-reports/mobile-banking-in-africa
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gT-MCSY8vYs
http://www.ajcsb.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gT-MCSY8vYs
http://fairreporters.net/2012/08/07/member-stories-journalist-blocks-extortion-at-ghana-hospital
http://fairreporters.net/2012/08/07/member-stories-journalist-blocks-extortion-at-ghana-hospital
http://fairreporters.net/2012/05/28/anas-and-co-grab-one-world-media-awards-in-london/
http://fairreporters.net/investigative-headlines/ivory-coast-and-the-problem-of-chocolate/

