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Climate change is the big story of our times, especially in Africa. In response to requests from 
members, we have therefore produced a toolkit to support existing environmental 
investigations, and encourage new ones. 
 
This text on 'Investigating the Environment' was initiated by the Konrad-Adenauer-
Stiftung (KAS) office in South Africa who provided full support for the three named authors 
in researching and writing the materials. KAS is also supporting the basic layout of this text into 
PDF format for online access, and its translation into French and Portuguese languages for use 
across Africa. FAIR is grateful to both KAS and WITS Journalism for their sustained and 
supportive engagement towards the learning needs of African investigative journalists over 
many years.  

 



The text offers tips, hints, and links to other resources to help IJs: 
 

 Approach the basic science of climate change and environmental issues confidently;  

 Identify and describe the key environmental issues affecting Africa, and localise world and 
continental problems; 

 Distinguish trustworthy from misleading sources of environmental information and 
effectively interrogate the latter;  

 Know how to develop sufficient working knowledge of the field, its role-players, terminology 
and debates to identify and plan stories;  

 Build up and use relevant contacts to support your work;  

 Interview scientists and other specialists confidently and competently;  

 Contextualise, and where relevant link, the multiplicity of environment-related problems 
communities may have;  

 Make the scientific aspects of environment stories accessible, relevant and interesting to  
your readers.  

 
Like the other volumes of the handbook, the text is split into practical, work-related sections 
and contains exercises and talking points you can use to engage others in your newsroom so 
they see the importance of environment stories.  
 
The sections cover: 

 The role of environmental journalists 
 Stories about science or stories about people? 
 The key environmental issues worldwide and for Africa 
 What science is, and how to avoid being intimidated by it 
 Contacts and sources for environmental IJ 
 Developing story ideas, pitching them, and making time to write them 
 Getting scientists to talk your language 
 Key international and African treaties and frameworks 

 
Environmental journalists Sipho Kings and Wanjohi Kabukuru share their experience of writing 
environmental stories: what worked – and what was tough. The chapter discusses techniques 
for ‘selling’ these stories to editors. It offers a guide to tackling scientific areas you may be 
unfamiliar with, and a glossary of key terms. It also contains a comprehensive bibliography and 
web-links to other useful resources.  
 
We hope to launch the Chapter at the AIJC, at Wits University, Johannesburg, October 29-31. 
We also hope to establish a page on the FAIR website for environment-related work, and we 
encourage you to send us your stories and photographs to enrich FAIR’s treatment of this vital 
area. 
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