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About the  
 FAIR Grants

I
n 2007, the Forum for African 
Investigative Reporters (FAIR) 
allocated two grants to 
African investigative journa lists 

to enable them to follow up on an 
investigative story which would not 
otherwise see the light of day.

You are holding the result of these 
grants in your hand.

John Grobler in Namibia used 
the money to highlight the callous 
overexploitation of marine resources 
by a new elite that behaves pretty 
much like the old ‘plundering’ 
colonialists once used to do.

Gerard Guédegbé penetrated into 
the remotest corners of his country, 
Benin, to find a community that, 
believing they are witches, ritually 
kills its handicapped newborns.

It is no exaggeration to say that 
both stories would never have  
been finalized, let alone published, 
without the FAIR grants. With lack of 
editorial support, time and resources 
for investigative journalism being 
a worldwide problem for reporters 
who aim to ‘dig deeper and aim 
higher’, the obstacles faced by African 
journalists in this regard are often 
insurmountable. It is therefore with 
deep satisfaction that we see that the 
2007 FAIR grants have served their 
purpose.

FAIR’s core mission is to improve 
the quality of African investigative 

journalism in the interest of the 
African public. It therefore stipulates 
in its grant guidelines that resulting 
stories should be published in the 
relevant African countries’ media as 
well as by FAIR itself. This has also 
been realized. In Benin, where the 
communities that have been reported 
on by Gerard Guédegbé, live in 
isolated conditions without acess to 
print newspapers, radio programmes 
are being produced on the basis of his 
report.

In Namibia, the prestigious 
newspaper The Namibian is 
pre paring to publish Groblers’ 
alarming findings.

FAIR is happy to announce that, 
in 2008, a number of new FAIR grant 
investigations will see the light of day. 
Check the FAIR grants section on the 
website www.fairreporters.org for 
regular updates in this regard!

FAIR, February 2008

www.fairreporters.org

This project was made possible by the 
Netherlands Institute for
Southern Africa (Niza).
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SO LONG, AND THANKS FOR ALL THE FISH
NEW ELITE CONTINUES OVEREXPLOITATION 

STARTED IN COLONIAL TIMES
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Within days, notices in terms of Section 52 of 
the Marine Resources Act of 2000 were served on 15 
vessels, mostly Russian freezer trawlers operating 
under joint venture agreements with Namibia’s 
two largest horse mackerel fishing companies, viz. 
Namsov and Erongo Fishing. Unlike the rest of the 
Namibian fleet, the horse mackerel fleet share one 
singular characteristic: almost all of them originate 
from Russia and sail under so-called Flags of 
Convenience (FOCs), and are registered to Ports of 
Convenience such as St Vincent & the Grenadines, 
Mauritius and Belize. 

Although the Ministry at the time of writing 
declined to comment other than confirm that 
the entire fleet has been recalled for compulsory 
inspections and that charges would be laid in due 
course, the industry has been awash for some time 
regarding allegations of illegal dumping of by-catches 
by the Russian-operated fleet. Moreover, the horse 
mackerel stocks have suddenly and precipitously 
collapsed to levels last seen in the pre-Independence 
days, raising speculation that the chartered vessels 
have been exceeding their quotas or fishing inside the 
200 meter isobar, the shallower waters where juvenile 
stock breeds before heading for deeper waters. 

It may already be too late to repair the damage. 
Local industry Black Economic Empowerment 
partnerships with foreign associates (mainly 
Russian and Spanish) have added to the ravaging 
and depletion of Namibia’s sea resources started in 
colonial times – with perhaps no way back. 

Meanwhile, the recent compulsory inspections 
move, sure to have major repercussions throughout 
the already embattled industry, is also bound to 
have some major political consequences: Namsov, 
is, as the name denotes, a Namibian-Russian joint 
venture that had the personal blessing and backing 
of both former Namibian President Sam Nujoma 
and Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Although both the CEO of Namsov, Jan Arnold, 
and spokesman for the industry, Kalie Jacobs of 
Erongo, have declined to comment publicly on 
specific accusations, the Ministerial inspectors 
are known to be focusing on alleged illegal modi-
fications to on-board dumping chutes for waste 
which were allegedly used to dump unwanted 
by-catch. 

The industry vehemently denied that they have 
done anything illegal, but questions remained 
– especially after one of the Russian trawlers, 
the Kiefskya Rus, absconded in the dead of night 
on 11 November. Industry players, however, 
maintain they are being used as a scapegoat for 
failing fisheries policies for political reasons as 
even unwanted by-catch could be turned into 
valuable fish-meal, a sought-after commodity in 
the agro industry.

“Why would we want to dump any fish? The price 
for fish meal is at its highest levels in a long time. It 
makes no sense,” said Freddy Herzberg, a director of 
Namsov, the largest operator in this specific fishery.

Peter Amutenya, Director of Operations in the 
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources, declined 
to comment other to confirm that the inspectors 
would focus on suspected illegal chutes to dump 
unwanted by-catch. “At the moment, the matter is 
in the hand of the [the autonomous inspectorate] 
Fisheries Observer Agency and the police. We will 
wait and see what comes out of that,” he said.

Ironically, the Russian fleets were among 
the main culprits who by the late 1970s – while 
under notional control of the discredited ICSEAF 
(International Commission for South East Atlantic 
Fisheries) licensing regime – had exploited the hake 
fisheries to the point where the resource suffered a 
major population crash. How it came that the same, 
usual suspects now feature in the latest drama is 
instructive. 

IN THE FIRST WEEK OF NOVEMBER 2007, A SHOCK WAVE COURSED THROUGH NAMIBIA 
AS THE MINISTRy OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOURCES SUDDENLy ORDERED 
ALMOST THE ENTIRE HORSE MACKEREL FLEET – NAMIBIA’S BIGGEST FISHERIES By 
VOLUME – BACK TO PORT FOR COMPULSORy INSPECTIONS. 
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Coming as it did in the run-up to the ruling party 
SWAPO’s watershed conference where Nujoma 
finally vacated the party presidency after 47 years 
of iron-fisted rule, the clamp-down on the horse 
mackerel fleet had an overtly political flavour to 
it. Given the industry’s history of being an easy 
touch for the right political cause –especially if that 
cause will be the one deciding on the size of quota  
allocations–, some read it as a warning shot directed 
at those who failed to heed accepted political 
doctrine.

If convicted, the companies who operate the 
trawlers face serious penalties, ranging from heavy 
fines to confiscation of fishing gear and cancellation 
of fishing quotas. Although one of Jacobs’ nine 
chartered vessels has been released to continue 
fishing (the horse mackerel season re-opened on 1st 
November to allow for spawning), he is unequivocal 
about what will happen: This, he said, was the death 
of the horse mackerel industry.

But that the Namibian government would 
actually go so far as to arrest what amounts to 
most of the Russian-owned horse mackerel fleet 
in peak season, leading to losses now estimated at  
(USD 3,6 million) R25 million, is both an indication 
of how critical matters are in the industry as a 
whole, and how badly alleged incidents of over-
fishing, illegal dumping and unreported fishing in 
the horse mackerel industry have become. “They 
can’t catch the bad guys, so they punish everyone,” 
snorted one affected player. 

Current data show that Mother Nature may well 
have finally forced the government’s hand in this 
respect: TAC (Total Allowable Catch) reports for 2007 
showed that stocks of all three major commercial 
species – pilchard, hake and horse mackerel – have 
collapsed to their lowest levels since Independence 
in 1990. 

Horse mackerel in particular has shown a 
sudden and dramatic collapse over the past two 
years, declining by as much as 50 percent or more 
for mature fish. Research has now shown that as 
a result the non-commercial goby fish, normally 
eaten by horse mackerel, has spread from the central 

The elites and the quotas
Closer analysis of the structure of ownership of the 
companies who own quotas in Namibia’s fishing 
industry shows that history repeats itself – and that 
yesterday’s friend could be today’s enemy, when it 
comes to commercial interests. 

As in the late 1960s and 1970s, when political 
pressures on the then-nascent apartheid-era 
National Party by its own supporters led to quotas 
exceeded with impunity, the current licensing 
regime – aimed at restoring ownership of the 
resource to Namibians – shows that the devil is 
always in the detail. 

Starting with the declaration of a 200-kilometre 
Exclusive Economic Zone (Act 3 of 1990), the newly 
independent Namibia set about forcing the transfer 
of ownership under the 1992 Sea Fisheries Act 
from mostly South African hands into Namibian 
hands by preferential allocation of fishing quotas to 
companies controlled by Namibians. 

The established players sought to protect their 
quotas by buying influence with share allocations 
to politically well-connected individuals in the 
ruling SWAPO party – in one notable case of 
“Padda” Kuttel’s Northern Fisheries, the-then 
Fisheries Minister Helmut Angula himself. Angula 
did not deny having any shares, but denied that it 
had anything to do with Northern’s quota being 
increased by a whopping 385 per cent that year. 

Almost none of the newcomers to the industry 
had any boats or factories, a fact that forced many 
a marriage of economic convenience with the 
established firms whereby the politically well-
connected newcomers lobbied the government for 
quotas, and then sold these on to the already fishing 
companies. 

Rumours of corruption flew thick and fast, 
eventually leading to an official Presidential 
Commission of Enquiry under then-Justice Bryan 
O’Linn in 1992. The final report was never publicly 
released, but is known to have been sharply critical 
of the opaque manner in which a special Cabinet 
committee allocated quotas in a manner that 
avoided any public accountability.
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area of the northern Benguela system to as far 
north as the southern Angolan waters. In addition, 
fishermen report increasingly large numbers of 
jellyfish now landing in their nets, another strong 
indication that the eco-system’s balance has been 
fundamentally affected. Jelly fish forms the main 
diet of leatherback turtles, and it is speculated that 
increasing leatherback turtle mortality, caused by 
especially activity by the long-line fleets, may be 
responsible for the sudden increase in jelly fish. Yet, 
no local research has been done on this.

Jacobs, in an earlier interview, conceded that 
“drastic measures” would have had to be taken, 
including slashing the quotas by as much as 50%. 
At the same time however, Jacobs advocates lifting 
a ban on their trawlers from fishing inside the 
shallower waters where nearly all the species breed 
before moving into deeper waters. The Ministry’s 
scientists have been fighting this tooth and nail, 
warning that the entire Benguela eco-system was 
perilously close to collapse.

Even though environmental factors were 
optimal, stocks in every fishery have been in a 
constant decline for the past five years, leading to 
the government cutting back quotas by an average 
of 24 – 25 per cent for hake (the most valuable in 
monetary terms) and horse mackerel (the largest, 
by volume) from previous season’s 300 000 tons to 
this year’s 230 000 tons.

This is, however, still far less than what the 
scientists would have liked to see: in the battle for 
preservation of Namibia’s fisheries, they normally 
lose every time, they say. The Fisheries Advisory 
Council, which advises on sizes of annual quotas – 
on the basis of scientific data submitted by NatMIRC 
(National Marine Information and Research 
Centre) and industry representatives – is packed 
with industry heavy-weights whose personal 
connections to the powers-that-be usually sweep 
their objections to demands for bigger quotas off 
the table. 

As a result, they say, Namibia’s fish stocks 
may have been hammered, in the words of senior 
marine scientist Dr. Mick O’Toole, possibly 

“…beyond the tipping point” of recovery by ever-
increasing economic interests, recently re-armed 
with political influence in the form of BEE partners 
that seemingly made sure everyone got the quota 
they wanted. It appears that Namibia’s fisheries 
management has had to bend the knee in front of 
predominant commercial interests.

In the fight over slices of the fishing pie, the pie 
itself is now in danger of disappearing altogether. 
Post-independence reforms first saw employment 
rise rapidly, with an estimated 6 000 jobs created 
between 1991 and 1994. But while the industry 
now claims to employ about 15 000 people directly, 
of whom 7 500 fishermen, a recent report by the 
highly respected BCLME (Benguela Large Current 
Marine Ecosystem) task force, working on 2003-
2004 data, indicated that there were about only  
4 720 Namibians serving as crew members on all the 
vessels active in Namibian waters at the time. This 
is about 27% less than what the industry claims, 
suggesting that the actual employment figures 
might be exaggerated for political reasons.

In addition, a 2004 Ministry of Fisheries and 
Marine Resources report puts total employment 
in this sector at about 12 720 people, suggesting 
there were 8 000 jobs in the processing and related 
industries at the time. But the most labour-intensive 
fisheries like lobster are highly seasonal, and most 
of the hake plants have been automated, suggesting 
that the Ministry and the industry may have 
made common political cause of this aspect. The 
employment figures also include people employed 
in the labour-intensive mariculture business 
– Namibia exports oysters, mussels and scallops all 
over the world – which makes it very hard to judge 
the accuracy of formal, long-term employment in the 
industry.

The fishermen and the foreigners
No Namibian fisherman needs to be told that 75 

per cent of the world’s fish stocks are fully exploited, 
over-exploited or depleted – some species in 
Namibia, like the high value rock lobster fisheries, 
have all but collapsed from 15 000 tons of lobster 
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exported in 1970 to where the industry at present 
struggles to catch the current allocated quota of 
400 tons. And while environmental factors played a 
role, the single biggest culprit has been the industry 
itself – both prior and after Independence.

No-one really truly knows to what extent 
Namibian waters were over-fished during colonial 
times. For most of the first 100-odd years of Namibia’s 
colonial history (1883–1989), it fishing resources 
were controlled and exploited by foreign interests. 
By the time the country gained its independence 
from South Africa in 1990, it was arguably the last 
former colony in Africa – if not the world – to gain 
control over one of its most important and valuable 
food resources: its fishing waters.

Photographs from the late 1950s show trawlers 
loaded from gunwale to gunwale, with only the 
steering-house not covered in fish. A retired 
pilchard trawler captain, Peter Sylvester Sr, recalled 
how he had sunk four trawlers during the 1950s and 
1960s by over-loading – but was given bigger and 
better boats every time in recognition of his efforts. 

By the mid-1970s, catches started dropping fast 
as the effect of the over-fishing became alarmingly 
apparent. Anecdotal evidence suggests that during 
the 1960-1980 period, just about every pilchard 
fishing company was exceeding quota, some by 
several times over; by some estimates, recorded 
landed catches is thought to amount to less than 
half of what was really being caught. 

The two off-shore floating fishing factories that 
churned out fish-meal for the world’s feedlots, the 
Willem Barendze (owned by the Silbermann family) 
and the Suiderlig (owned by the South African 
state-owned SWAFIL) are often accused of having 
been the worst offenders; whatever the case, this 
resource was exploited to the brink of extinction 
as economic considerations continued to outweigh 
environmental concerns.

An analysis of the structures of ownership of 
pilchards, sardines and lobster concessions in 1989 
showed that the industry was dominated by the 
“Big Five” of South African capital, viz. Sanlam, 
Anglo-Vaal, Barlow Rand, and the Liberty Life-

AngloAmerican-JCI Oceana consortium. Apart 
from them, there was also the infamous “Aap” (A.P.) 
du Preez and his Boesmanland Beleggings whose 
cavalier approach to responsible fishing earned 
him a reputation as poster boy for the industry’s 
excesses. 

When the decline in the pilchard stock became 
too obvious to ignore any longer, fishing companies 
were encouraged to diversify into similar species, 
in particular anchovy. Mesh size was also reduced 
to 11 cm (from the previous 20 cm), introducing 
the problem of a juvenile hake by-catch, but which 
saw landed catches (for fishmeal) increase from 
2 650 tons in 1965 to 244 00 in 1971. Anchovy was 
now fished at an average of 170 000 tons landed per 
annum in the 1970s and 1980s, peaking at 376 000 
tons in 1987 as the colonial officials, in a misguided 
attempt to revive the pilchard industry, tried to 
reduce the anchovies’ competition for food with 
the pilchard by catching as many of this species as 
they could for fish-meal production. Subsequent to 
this policy, anchovy stocks went into a decline from 
then on to the point where virtually no commercial 
fishing for anchovy is taking place any longer in 
Namibian waters. 

The major structural cause of the near-collapse 
of Namibia’s pre-independence fishing industry, 
it is generally agreed, was systematic over-fishing 
by an over-capitalised industry controlled by 
unaccountable foreign ownership. As a result, upon 
Independence, Namibia inherited a gilded palace 
sans treasure: the marine resource by then was 
little more than a pale shadow of its former hey-days 
when the Benguela Current was one of the world’s 
top fishing grounds.

As far as profits go, only one company that 
could be said to be Namibian, viz. Olthaver & Lizt’s 
Consortium Fisheries (representing local German 
capital), benefited and by the early eighties, that 
fact had already come under fire from the Namibian 
side, when groups like the Fishing License Action 
Group (FLAG), a small group of local boat-owners, 
starting raising their voice in protest over abuse of 
the resource by especially South African operators.

IN THE FIGHT OVER SLICES OF THE FISHING PIE, THE PIE ITSELF IS NOW IN DANGER OF 
DISAPPEARING ALTOGETHER.
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Spanish ownership creep
In comparing catches to from the past five decades, 
it is immediately clear that most of the damage to the 
Benguela eco-system had already occurred by the 
time of Namibian Independence. Most of this over-
exploitation was due to legal colonial – as opposed 
to illegal – fishing activities, and was driven by 
over-capitalisation of the industry as profits were 
pursued at the cost of possible permanent damage 
to the eco-system.

Since Independence, the Namibian government 
has also been caught between the devil and 
the deep blue sea: one the one hand, it needs to 
urgently halt the collapse of the Benguela fisheries, 
while on the other hand, it cannot afford to lose 
politically-sensitive jobs in the highly politicised 
Namibian fisheries sector. At the same time, its 
process of “Namibianisation” has also has created 
more pressure for rights and quota allocations 
to Namibian start-ups, leading to the Fisheries 
Advisory Council extending licences in excess of 
scientific recommendations. 

Spanish “ownership creep2” in the hake 
industry, which is estimated to control about  
90 per cent of Namibia’s hake production, also 
adds to the political pressure: Spain is currently 
investing N$320 million (US$46 million) in Walvis 
Bay’s airport to facilitate exports to Spain.

The largest fleet in Namibia is the mid-water 
hake trawler fleet. Of its 140 vessels, the largest and 
most modern are now of Spanish origin. Though 
they were virtually all Namibian registered in 
2004, industry insiders warned that this apparent 
“Namibianisation” of the hake fleet was deceptive. 

Most of these vessels were previously moth-
balled, laying at anchor in Vigo before being sold 
to Namibian interests. Some sources suggested 
that the same banks and investment houses who 
owned majority shares in Spanish white-fish 
companies also owned these vessels. By selling 
them to companies operating in foreign waters (i.e. 
outside of the EU) and re-registering them under 
new names, the former owners collected both the 
subsidies for keeping them out of EU waters, as well 

as fuel subsidies for them fishing outside of depleted 
EU waters. This was apart from the handsome profit 
these mostly ageing vessels earned, as they were 
sold to eager Namibian investors.

A recent case, that of Diaz Fishing (Pty) Ltd., 
illustrated this point. Formed as a affirmative action 
fishing company (and therefore entitled to generous 
hake quotas), Diaz formed a joint venture company 
with Spanish giant Pescanova to exploit Diaz’ 
fishing rights. Diaz however lacked both the capital 
and the equipment to do so. Pescanova advanced 
generous loans to buy two trawlers, and finance 
their operations. But a weakening price for hake 
(due to smaller sizes) saw Diaz sail ever deeper into 
the red, and, in October 2007, Pescanova brought 
a sequestration application in the Namibian High 
Court to wind up Diaz which, it said, was technically 
insolvent, owing Pescanova more than N$27 million 
(almost US$ 4 million).

Diaz Fishing’s principal, the Namibian 
entrepreneur Sidney Martin, was accused of 
drawing too heavily on his company loan account 
and not repaying any outstanding loans while 
financing other, new ventures such as a take-over 
of a struggling abattoir. His lavish lifestyle, replete 
with various cattle farms, a flashy Porsche Cayenne 
and expensive holiday flat in Cape Town, had raised 
some eyebrows before. But it was assumed that all 
was well; until Pescanova brought its sequestration 
application. 

Martin is no exception: at least 80 percent of 
start-up Namibian firms who got into joint ventures 
with Spanish interests started finding themselves 
in similar trouble when the price for hake nose-
dived in 2001-2002. Industry estimates say that 
more than 90 percent of Namibian hake catching 
firms have had to sell out majority stakes of their 
firms to Spanish interests, who only kept them on 
board to ensure that generous hake quotas kept 
being allocated. While this was difficult to verify 
– none of the firms approached for comment were 
willing to be interviewed – a cursory inspection 
of the principals listed for these companies in the 
latest Fisheries Handbook show that nearly all of the 

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1947 1952 1957 1962 1967 1972 1977 1982 1987 1992 1997 2002 2007

Catches in thousand tonnes

Catch

TAC

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1952 1962 1972 1982 1992 2002

Biomass relative to 1992

P I L C H A R D



7

biggest hake quota holders have Spanish directors, 
a sure sign that they have lost operational if not total 
control of their companies.

These developments - together with the Russians 
in horse mackerel - have now forced government to 
re-think its entire affirmative action legislation: 
Prime Minister Nahas Angula recently pointedly 
referred to the failure of affirmative action in fishing 
because beneficiaries would spend the money on 
“…buying a Mercedes Benz and then having an 
accident and ending up with nothing.” 

Efforts to instead force established companies 
take in junior shareholders from the ranks of 
previously disadvantaged Namibians (i.e. black) also 
seemed to not have had the desired effect of giving 
Namibians a share and say in the international white 
fish industry, if Diaz Fishing is anything to go by. 

The lowest level
Namibia’s fishing policies are generally considered 
to be world-class and a model for other African 
countries – and yet fish stocks are at their lowest 
levels ever since Independence. Worse, some 
species not even exploited before Independence, 
like the high-value Orange Roughy and monk fish, 
appear to have been taken to the edge of sustainable 
exploitation – and perhaps worse, as in the case of 
the slow-growing Orange Roughy that can take up 
to 80 years to mature.

Fisheries officials point to environmental 
factors, such as repeated El Nino effect in 1995-
1996 and 200-2001 that dealt a blow to critical, 
core species such as pilchard and anchovy, but 
data obtained showed that the Fisheries Advisory 
Council have consistently allocated quotas in 
excess of what scientists have been recommending 
– with predictable results. 

A periodic decline in species such as pilchard and 
anchovy was a world-wide phenomenon, Fisheries 
officials say – but every scientific article on the issue 
warn that such periodic declines, combined with 
heavy fishing, have disastrous consequences. The 
most cited is the Californian example, where the 
famous Cannery Row of Monterrey became rusting 

monuments to the fishing industry’s excesses. Sixty 
years later, the Californian fish stocks have yet to 
recover – and Namibia’s own Cannery Row seemed 
to be heading the same way, all of the scientists 
interviewed warned.

One local scientist, who asked for anonymity, 
explained in the plainest possible terms: When you 
keep on catching the same amount or more fish 
every year than what hatches every year, the long-
term effect is that the fish stocks will decline to a 
point where you go beyond the point of recovery. 
“It’s like living off income in a fixed investment, and 
you start spending your capital left, right and centre 
– bankruptcy is just around the corner,” he said. 

Ministerial officials concede that they may 
have been “slightly over-optimistic” in how quotas 
have been allocated; the total depletion of the core 
fisheries – pilchard and anchovy, which is what all 
the larger species feed on – “is an issue of major 
concern” to the government, Amutunya conceded. 
But Namibia was not alone in this – all fishing 
nations were experiencing the same problems.

Poisoned seas
With the loss of the pilchard stock now starting to 
look as if it may be, for the purpose of commercial 
exploitation, a permanent feature, chances of a full 
recovery of the resource as a whole to its pre-1960s 
levels appear to be receding fast. Environmental 
scientists see the pilchard and anchovy resource 
as the heart of the northern Benguela eco-system; 
with pilchard now seemingly going the same way 
as that of the once-plentiful Californian sardines. 
Over-exploitation of fishing stocks due to an ever-
increasing size in the fishing fleet, in conjunction 
with a natural down-turn, appears to have pushed 
the resource to the point where both species are 
now at risk of disappearing completely.

Recent research suggests that the collapse 
of especially the pilchard was the cause of the 
increasingly common sulphur outbreaks in 
Namibia’s coastal waters, which in turn drive away 
the fish shoals. “This happens because plankton, 
formerly eaten by pilchards and anchovies, is now 
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PIRACY: THE ‘SCOURGE OF THE HIGH SEAS’
From independence in 1990, Namibia made 
efforts to take (and grow) back its fish. As one 
of the leading South East Atlantic Fisheries 
Organization Regional Fisheries Management 
Organisation (SEAFO RFMO) countries, it took 
a strong political stance on sustainable fishing 
from the beginning. It developed a fisheries 
management generally considered to be a 
model for developing countries, and managed 
to transform a largely foreign-owned industry 
into an indigenous one. Since a total of eight 
Spanish trawlers were arrested for illegally 
fishing inside Namibia’s Exclusive Economic 
Zone in 1992 and 1993, only four other, relatively 
minor cases of illegal fishing were reported.

Nevertheless, in his opening speech to the 
2004 inaugural SEAFO meeting, Namibia’s 
Minister of Fisheries and Marine Resources Dr 
Abraham Iyambo called illegal, irregular and 
unreported fishing (IUU) “[the] scourge …of 
the high seas” and said it was internationally 
estimated to account for as much as 25% of 
all fish landed, representing a loss of N$90 
billion.  (USD 13 billion) More recent reports 
put this figure at 30% and losses of up to USD 
$2–15 billion (NAD $105 billion) to developing 
nations, with some countries reporting that up 
to a third of their fish production is being taken 
illegally. 

Though the countries’s control measures 
for its proprietary fisheries are generally 
considered first-class, its off-shore waters in 

dying off and sinking to the sea-bottom, where 
decay leads to the infamous algae “green bloom” 
conditions that indicates that such waters are, for 
all practical purposes, basically poisonous to the 
fish”, explained Dr Jean-Pierre Roux of NatMIRC’s 
Luderitz offices.

As a result of the depletion of pilchard and 
anchovy, the hake (who depends on these smaller 
fish for food) is also at risk. Without their usual prey, 
this fish now increasingly cannibalizes its newly 
hatched fingerlings as no pilchard – its natural 
prey – was available as a food resource any longer, 
warned Dr Roux.

The effects are probably to be felt wider than 
just in Namibia. While scientists still differ 
to what extent the Benguela System is closed, 
or shares certain migratory stocks between 
Namibia, Angola and South Africa, it is generally 
accepted that Namibia’s fisheries management 
is critical to the general state of the entire 
bio-system.

Can anything still be done to save the industry, 
and is there the political will to do so? For the 
past two years, the Ministry has declared closed 
season between September and November to allow 
the commercial species such as hake and horse 
mackerel to spawn – but again, under pressure from 
the industry, the closed season was more suited 
to the fishing industry’s needs than the biological 
reality, as most species started spawning in August 
already.

The strong actions taken against the possible 
dumping by the horse mackerel fleet therefore 
amounted bolting the stables after the horses 
had gone – and it remained to be seen if a more 
conservative approach would be implemented by 
a government under constant pressure from their 
supporters to hand out fishing concessions, as 
recently demanded by, for example, the SWAPO 
Youth League.

Said Mick O’Toole, who led the BCLME (Benguela 
Current Large Marine Environment) study: “It’s 
very sad, but the resource has been hammered to 
beyond the tipping point now. It’s got maybe a few 

years left in it, but for all practical purpose, the 
damage has been done.” 

1  Not his real name
2 By buying out distressed hake operations, buying into

 smaller hake operations and securing exclusive 

 marketing agreements from most hake producers 
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especially the areas bordering on Angola’s waters 
remain vulnerable to fish piracy. In May 2004, 
Namibia conducted a joint patrol of Angola’s 
waters and, out of 148 vessels boarded, found 29 
cases (all Chinese) of serious infringements. 

This situation is still inherited from colonial 
practice, in which the joint waters were plundered 
by former colonial occupiers and the world’s distant 
fishing fleets. Like Angola, Namibia’s fishing industry 
has largely been shaped by its colonial legacy, with 
the incidence of illegal- and over-fishing directly 
related to the lack of the countries’ ownership and 
control of the resource. But while Namibia at least 
gained control over its fishing grounds and (by then 
almost completely depleted) resources by 1990, 
Angola had until 2004 been selling its off-shore 
fishing rights to European Union fishing nations 
for as little as Euro 5–10 million per annum. Hence, 
the foreign vessels are still emptying the common 
waters - although the pirates tend be mostly 
Chinese trawlers of late.

Failing controls, vodka and bribery
Whilst on paper, Namibia does its best to control 
and regulate continuous overfishing, in reality the 
controls are still too weak to do a proper job.

The Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources’ 
autonomous Fisheries Observer Agency operates 
two larger patrol vessels and one fixed wing 
aircraft, in addition to maintaining what it claims to 
be a 100% coverage of the fishing fleet (the largest 
program of its kind south, with 230 observers) to 
control gear and catches at sea. A third patrol 
vessel, donated by the Norwegian government, 
had to be de-commissioned as it was unsuitable 
for use in Namibia’s rough seas.

These two patrol boats are said to be often 
without fuel or awaiting expensive spare-parts. 
The Namibian crews are often seen fraternizing 
with their Russian and Spanish counterparts in 
the commercial fleet, and allegations of bribery 

and other inducements of on-board fisheries 
inspectors are rife in the industry. Additionally, 
some critics suggest that even with 230 inspectors 
on call, this is deceptive: many of them hail from 
the hinterlands, have only the most rudimentary 
of training before sent out and often struggle to 
adapt to conditions at sea. 

Fisheries inspector Andrew Shanghala, now a 
veteran of five years, recalled how he had spent 
his entire first trip on board of a Russian mid-water 
trawler in his cabin, so sea-sick he could only keep 
down the vodka he was being plied with by the 
cook. Asked if any of his colleagues ever accepted 
payment from the captains they were supposed to 
monitor, he shrugged: salaries are relatively low, 
and besides, “…we suffer too much to do this 
job.” 

Possible intimidation and bribery of inspectors 
by foreign captains, Amutenya concedes, was 
a concern until the inspectorates were hived off 
into the separate Fisheries Observer Agency with 
the passing of the 2000 amendments to the Sea 
Fisheries Act (as in Act 27 of 2000). 

Amutenya however said that efforts to ease 
relations between foreign crew and inspectors 
have improved, while improvement of salaries 
and allowances for inspectors have reduced the 
likelihood of bribes inducing inspectors to look 
the other way. 

The controls on illegal fishing also leave 
much to be desired. Namibia is one of eight 
participating countries in the South East Atlantic 
Fisheries Organization, SEAFO. SEAFO has 
adopted specific measures to combat illegal 
fishing and prohibits any fishing until 2010 in the 
16 million square kilometer SEAFO marine areas. 
This is monitored through a system, called VMS 
(Vessel Monitoring System), that prescribes that 
all vessels operating in the south-east Atlantic 
must have scientific observers on board as well 
as a GPS satellite-based device that transmits the 
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vessel’s position, on a two-hourly basis to a central 
database. 

The SEAFO Code also requires rigorous catch 
reporting, bars any trans-shipments at sea, and 
creates a system whereby vessels suspected of 
illegal fishing can be identified and blacklisted 
from making use of the member countries’ 
ports. According to the SEAFO Secretariat, 
most Namibian-registered vessels are now VMS 
compliant. However, SEAFO’s website only 
lists one Namibian vessel (a crab boat) as listed, 
amongst eight from Portugal, two from Japan and 
37 Spanish vessels. 

SEAFO still lacks any major capacity in terms 
of staffing and financial support. Its budget has in 
fact shrunk from N$1.428 million (USD 204 million) 
in 2005 to N$1.425 million (USD 203 million) in 
2006. 

Additionally, a major loophole in the control 
system, that does now not enforce individual, 
unique identifying codes for each vessel operating 
in the SEAFO area, makes it very difficult to keep 
the enormous area under surveillance.

According to SEAFO Executive Director Dr 
Hashali Hamukuaya, it is “entirely possible” that 
illegal fishing of especially Patagonian toothfish 
and big-eye tuna was occurring here. The SEAFO 
secretariat suspected that such illegal fishers 
may be using the port of Mauritius as a Port of 
Convenience, and trans-shipping at sea.

The incidence of illegal fishing in the SEAFO 
waters off the Angolan coast is thought to be very 
high: during a recent visit to Namibe, Angola’s 
southern-most province, an un-flagged mid-water 
trawler was personally observed fishing within 
three kilometers of the shoreline, in flagrant 
violation of local rules that reserves this zone for 
artisenal fishing.

Surveillance off the Angolan coast is potentially 
the biggest problem: Angola is, according to a 
recent Environmental Justice Foundation report 

the weakest of the SEAFO members in terms of 
monitoring, surveillance and control. Several fleets 
from the EU, China, Russia, Japan and Namibia fish 
its waters, and the industry is plagued by endemic 
corruption. Moreover, Angolan fishing licenses do 
not specify species-directed licenses, which allows 
foreign operators to take whatever they can find. 

Angola also has only three patrol boats of 
limited range and capacity, which are often docked 
for a lack of fuel and essential management. 
According to the (UK-based) Environmental 
Justice Foundation, a joint patrol in May 2004 
with the Namibian authorities under the SADC-EU 
monitoring, control and surveillance programme 
saw 19 boats boarded and six of those impounded 
for serious infringements of SADC fisheries 
legislation, including fishing in a closed area, 
using illegal fishing methods, illegal mesh sizes 
and fishing without a license. Several air patrols 
undertaken as part of the same programme sighted 
198 industrial vessels, which 29 (all Chinese) were 
committing serious offences.

By pushing for indigenous ownership of the 
fishing industry, efforts to eliminate the use of 
Flags of Convenience (FOC) by the local fishing 
fleet by means of encouraging local registration 
through preferential quotas has borne fruit. The 
local contracting companies protest that local fees 
are too high – but increasingly favourable rates 
of exchange suggest they may be dissembling 
somewhat on this point.

The MFMR’s Amutenya however concedes that 
the foreign-flagged vessels in Namibian waters 
are still a concern, and that discussions are being 
held to try and convince those owners to register 
their vessels in Namibia. Not having them under a 
Namibian flag meant not having enough control 
over their activities, as the current imbroglio with 
the horse mackerel industry illustrated. 



Child witches and 
ritual infanticide 
in Benin
 G E R A R D  G U É D È G B É

WHEN THE BIRTH OF A CHILD IS DEEMED 
‘UNFAVOURABLE’
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A traditional belief that they were ‘bewitched’ has, 
over the years, resulted in thousands of killings of 
newborns, here and in the other areas belonging to 
the Baatonu. It is less now, it seems: modernity has 
begun to touch even these distant communities. 
But it probably still happens, and attempts by 
Western development workers –working under 
the banner of UNICEF and several NGO’s- to stop 
the practice are still met with resistance by some 
traditional leaders with a scoffing: ‘you just come 
here to steal our secrets’. What these secrets are, 
and why they need defending from ‘whites’, is 
what we have come here to find out.

“Ritual infanticide generally means killing 
a newborn. It happens in different ways. The 
child is condemned by its community because it 
would have been born under conditions that are 
unfavourable to the peace, happiness, prosperity 
or the wellbeing of its family, its community or its 
environment”, explains Father Bio Sanou, director 
of the NGO L’Espoir Lutte contre l’Infanticide 
(ELIB), meaning ‘Hope (and) Struggle against 
Infanticide’. Bio Sanou has spent the last 15 years 
of his life battling against the phenomenon, which, 
he says, still takes place in the entire Baatonu 
region: in the areas called Borgou, Alibori, and 
Atacora in Benin, and also in the Northwestern 
parts of neighbouring Nigeria.

Ritual infanticide is as old as the Baatonu 
themselves. ‘The practice was born here- they 
never copied the tradition from anyone, even if 
the killing of infants has also been a part of other 
cultures in history,” says Bori elder Baki Bissimou, 
the only one in this village who has agreed to talk 
to us about the practice. The way Bissimou has 
experienced and understood it, it has nothing to 
do with religious beliefs or the need to appease 
a god, such as in the case of the Aztec human 
sacrifices or similar practices in ancient African 

kingdoms. “It is all about warding off threats to 
the society, which are represented by the birth of 
a witch child.”

But which children are ‘witch children’ 
and exactly why are they seen as threats by the 
Baatonu society? To report on this, we had to go 
to the village and try to talk about the practice, 
which wasn’t easy. ‘They can easily poison you if 
they think you have come to change their ways’, 
we were warned.

The eight categories of ‘Bii yon’bo’
According to expertise from UNICEF and ELIB, 
there are eight categories of babies who are seen 
as ‘bad luck’ to the community. The most severe 
category consists of the physically handicapped: 
this group of ‘child witches’ includes children 
born with extra fingers, toes or limbs, and also 
Siamese twins. A group seen as not really evil, but 
simply as ‘bad luck’ children, are children born 
prematurely -before the eighth month-, who are 
smaller and weaker than full-term babies, and 
babies whose mother has died in childbirth. 

The origins of the belief that handicapped 
and weak children, or infants without primary 
caregivers, are ‘bewitched’, can’t be fully 
ascertained: to the Baatonu, this is simply what 
they believe. But it is clear that historically, in this 
area without health or social infrastructure, there 
has never been a way of catering for children with 
special needs. 

“If the mother of a baby dies during the birth, 
we say this is a ‘bad luck child’, explains traditional 
healer Makom, an impressive elder in his sixties 
with greying sideburns. “We then have to leave the 
child behind on the old site, next to the grave of its 
mother, and move on to a new site for our village.” 
This ceremony and subsequent move to another 
place by the whole village is almost always noticed 

IT’S A qUIET AFTERNOON IN MID-JULy WHEN WE DESCEND ON BORI: A SMALL 
VILLAGE 600 KILOMETERS FROM THE CAPITAL COTONOU, LOST AT THE BOTTOM OF THE 
PLAINS THAT FORM THE N’DALI TOWNSHIP COMMUNITy OF NORTH-EAST BENIN. 
 IT IS HERE, THEy SAy, THAT THE PRACTICE OF CHILD KILLING STILL EXISTS. 
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by a neighbouring settlement. “Usually a family 
from that neighbouring community, -generally 
cattle breeders, called Peulh-, then comes and 
takes the child. It becomes their property”, says 
Makom. 
Rituals may differ from village to village, but the 
orphaned, cleansed  and subsequently enslaved 
‘bad luck’ child will almost always continue to 
suffer from some form of social exclusion all its 
life. 
The extreme measure of infanticide is almost 
always directed at the most severely handicapped 
category. These infants, either Siamese twins 
or babies with too many limbs or organs, will 
immediately after the birth be taken away from 
the mother, who will be restrained by female 
elders in case she would decide to resist. An 
instant ‘family court’ consisting of male elders 
related to the newborn will then usually decide 
to kill it. 

The killing, called ‘reparation’, is done by 
specially appointed ‘medicine henchmen’ in one 
of the following ways:
• suffocation, in a closed pot filled up with rags;
• poisoning: the so-called traditional ‘henchmen’ 

give the infant a strong poison to drink, after 
which it dies within minutes;

• beating: the infant’s head is smashed against a 
tree outside the village.

After the murder, the infant’s body is either 
buried or dried, after which some organs are used 
by the medicine henchmen for the potions they 
concoct. 

This process unfolds so speedily that the child 
is often dead before even the family’s neighbours 
have come to hear about the birth. 

If sickness doesn’t show at birth but at a later 
stage of the childs development, the child can 
then still be accused of being ‘bii yon bo’. As in 
the case of the current chief of Makantoko village 
in Djougou: “I was a weak child. I couldn’t walk, 
and I never went to the loo to defecate. My parents 
believed I was a  Bii yon’Bo. They took me to Lokpa 
village to be killed when I was seven years old”, 

recounts the chief. He fortunately survived this 
fate, thanks to an ‘oracle’, – a traditional healer 
who receives messages from the ancestors. “The 
oracle predicted that I was to become somebody 
important. After that my parents brought me 
back, took care of me and I was cured. Today, I 
am the boss of this village and I cure all kinds of 
illnesses.”
Other ‘suspicious’ children, often in the category 
of prematurely borns, or those born with teeth, 
are put to a gruelling test when they are recovered 
by Peulh people to see if they can survive on their 
own. ‘They take the child and put it on a mat in 
the open air, in the middle of the field where the 
cattle graze. It will pass the night under the stars 
like that, without any care,” relates the caregiver 
of a ‘child witch’ refugee camp in Sekegourou, 
where NGO’s such as ELIB and Unicef take infants 
they have saved from abandonment or death. “In 
the morning, the cattle herder will touch all the 
animals to cleanse them of the spirit of the strange 
child that has slept amongst them. After that, they 
take the child to live under a roof somewhere, 
alone, where they give it only cattle feed and cows 
milk until it has grown to between 7 and 9 years 
of age.” 

After that, if still alive, the child – if it’s a boy – 
will be more and more integrated into the group of 
cattle herders, and as soon as he reaches puberty, 
he will become a member of the group. Only 
when he reaches adulthood can he go back to the 
community he originally came from. He is then 
however not recognized as true Baatonu child: he 
will not know from which family he came and his 
origins have to be hidden from him. He will always 
be called by the special name ‘Gando’, meaning 
‘after cleansing, it is soft’, and be treated as little 
more than a slave. Gando’s work as housekeepers 
for royals, assistants of traditional ‘henchmen’, 
or are tasked with any other jobs that are dirty or 
dangerous.

Surviving abandoned girls, when adopted 
by a Peulh family, will likely stay with them 
as caregivers and end up marrying a Peulh 
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man. Girls can however marry ‘upwards’ if the 
opportunity arises: when a Baatonu man falls in 
love with a Gando girl he can marry her. It’s only 
the reverse that is not allowed. “You can’t give 
your daughter in marriage to a Gando. A Gando 
boy can only marry a Gando girl”’ explains Mrs 
Soussouni, housewife in Bori, proudly. For her, 
the traditional rules are as alive as they were a 
hundred years ago. Why the rules say that Gando 
girls are more acceptable marriage partners than 
Gando boys, Mrs Soussouni doesn’t know: she is 
merely aware that a ‘decent family’ will accept a 
Gando girl as a daughter in law, but not a male 
Gando as a son in law. She never asks why. The 
rules are just the rules.

The rules also say that some children who 
are different, but not really disabled, have to be 
throughly checked before they can enter the 
community. For instance, it is a serious problem 
if a child starts teething in its eight month; if 
toothing commences in the upper instead of the 
lower jaw; if it is born in the breech position, or if 
a female infant is born with a vaginal discharge. 
Due to ignorance of the causes and different 
degrees of severity of different birth defects or 
anomalies, ‘bewitchment’ is suspected in all 
cases where the infant is different. 

In these cases, a traditional healer is to be 
consulted and the child is to be removed from its 
family whilst doing this. According to an elder 
from Guirinou village, ‘the child will be kept away 
from the family until the healer has pronounced 
himself on the case. He can say whether the child 
is a dangerous Bii yon bo or not. If it is, it will have 
to be exorcised.’ Exorcism of this type of ‘witch’ 
in this community is generally done by a group of 
traditional healers called the Bararou; who will 
perform rituals and give the infant ‘medicinal 
potions’ until they are satisfied that the evil spirits 
are gone. The Bararou can then choose, either to 
keep this child as a slave or let it go back to his 
village, where it will be accepted as if carrying a 
clean certificate of ‘good luck’.

‘You whites want to come and take our 
culture away.’

Our stay in the N’dali community was carried 
out under the guise of a family visit to the relatives 
of a friend, now an important man, who originates 
from this area. Still, however, it had been extremely 
difficult to get people to talk about the old rules 
and practices concerning child witches. Even the 
Makom chief, he of the greying sideburns, has 
responded scathingly to most of our carefully 
phrased questions. “What must I tell you about 
the Bii yon bo? That is our heritage and we must 
preserve it. Why do you want to know? You work 
for the whites, that is why!” he has accused us. 

And though he eventually relents a bit, telling 
us about the rituals dealing with orphaned 
infants, he will continue to avoid talking about 
the infanticide practice which, according to some, 
still exists in his community. “We explain these 
things only to our own younger generation, not to 
strangers,” he says, finally, before disappearing 
into the dark chamber of his hut, where never even 
a lighted lamp can be seen. “If I would give all my 
traditional secrets away, what would I have left for 
myself? What would I have left of my identity?” 

During our stay with the Baatonu, we 
increasingly fear that the keepers of the traditional 
secrets might retaliate against us, nosy strangers. 
As we find ourselves in Guilmaro, trying to 
interview an elder of around eighty years old on 
the history she remembers and still sees around 
her today, we distinctly feel unfriendly eyes in the 
village looking at us as we walk to and from her 
place. Our guide Mr Yataou feels it too. “There is 
no saying what can happen,” he says. “They can 
just throw us ‘tradition plunderers’ physically out 
of the village, or bewitch you with bad luck, or even 
poison you from a distance with special poisons 
that don’t need to be ingested to be deadly.”  

A few minutes after our arrival back at our 
hut, a neighbour comes over to invite us for 
lunch. “Maybe a trap,” grins Mr Yataou. “They 
have this magic thread that they mix with the 
herbs in your food – you won’t see it”. We attend 
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our luncheon, not at all at ease. But nothing 
happens.

A report composed by UNICEF jointly with 
the Beninese government, in 2001, points to the 
identification, by the Baatonu, of all kinds of 
‘deviance’, – from real handicaps to teeth anomalies –,  
with the threat of disease and disability. “All 
deviance from the norm is seen as pathological, and 
threatens the order of the society. To return to this 
order, something has to be ‘repaired’. The infanticide 
thus becomes the reparation,” the report says. 

Besides ‘solving’ the problem posed by weak 
and handicapped children, the Baatonu, in 
fighting all ‘deviance’, also appear to be fighting 
off any other possible changes to their extremely 
patriarchal and conservative society, in which 
a new generation may never overtake or upset 
the elders, or disturb ‘the way things are’. “This 
conservative social pride holds a firm grip on 
local behavioural and traditional practices,” 
explains  socio-anthropologist Moussa Tamou 
Yatou, adding that, traditionally, the spiritual 
healers and claivoyants are seen as physical 
representatives of god. They guide and lead the 
entire community, including even the chiefs 
and kings. They ‘explain’ all things that the 
community doesn’t quite understand, and take 
all the decisions regarding what to do when 
confronted with any such phenomena, or indeed 
any difficult situation. The only ‘science’ that 
counts therefore, is traditional science and the 
‘scientists’ have a strong interest in keeping it 
that way. They live after all off the goods paid to 
them by the community, and it is therefore not 
that surprising that they feel threatened when 
confronted with ‘strangers and whites’ who want 
to steal ‘the secrets’.  

According to Moussa Yatou, t he fact t hat 
t he Baatonu societ ies haven’t been touched 
by modernit y yet, has become a c ycle: t he 
more t hey lag ‘behind’, t he more t hey – or 
t he powerf ul el ite w it hin t he societ y – feels 
t hreatened, t he more t hey resist modernit y 
and modern science. 

Modern science could of course help explain 
a great number of phenomena now considered 
‘signs of bewitchment’, including the reason why 
there seem to be quite a few handicapped children 
born in the Baatonu regions. The Baatonu, guided 
by conservatism and ethnic pride, promote 
intermarriage between relatives. The resulting 
small gene pool is the likely cause of the high 
number of children with birth defects born here.

The Regional Centre for Agriculture in the 
area estimates in its 2005–2006 report that, in 
the two northern Beninese communities of 
Bembereke and Sinende, the number of Gando’s 
–‘saved’ witch children – amounts to as much as 
30 percent of the community. This could mean 
that the number of severely handicapped infants 
killed whilst this Gando generation grew up could 
be even greater. Several converted traditional 
healers presently living in N’dali have told NGO’s 
that, usually, more handicapped infants are killed 
than ‘cleansed’ and kept alive as Gando’s.

Modernity could expose the Baatonu to the 
lessons of modern genetic science, specifically 
the need for a larger gene pool. Exposure to 
pre-pregnancy screening and other health care 
facilities could also engender debate with and 
within this community about risks of birth 
defects, and other facilities provided by modern 
healthcare in the case of a severely disabled 
foetus. 

But, though there is now a village hospital 
in Bori, so far, modernity has not tempted the 
Baatonu.  Most roads in Benin pass them by. 
Newspapers don’t reach here, and, as we have 
experienced, developmental workers who want 
to change their ways are not trusted. “We will 
not see change here,” argues an elder in Sinendé 
township. “Child witches will not be kept alive, 
whatever outsiders may say. Doing so would 
release the evil spirits, who nourish such a child, 
against us.”

Exhortations to stop the practice, and appeals 
to a new thing called ‘childrens’  rights’, are 
increasingly broadcast on the radio’s that the 
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communities do possess and listen to. News 
reports on judicial steps taken against those 
found guilty of infanticide may help to serve as a 
deterrent. 

But maybe the most effective educator so 
far is Father Bio Sanou, of the above mentioned 
Espoir Lutte contre l’Infanticide. Bio Sanou visits 
the Baatonu looking for children and newborns 
who might be at risk of being killed or turned 
into Gando’s. If he can, he adopts them and takes 

them to the safe village of Sekegourou, where 
Unicef-aided programmes help to look after them. 
Sometimes, he manages to take a child as far as to 
school in town, or even to university. “I then return 
to the village he or she came from and I present him 
or her to them, saying: see this doctor or lawyer? 
And you wanted to kill this child,” he says.
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